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Long

long 

ago

in 

a 

galaxy 

far

far 

away



IT WAS A MUCH 

SIMPLER TIME



éthere were ñCONTROL 

ZONESò and ñTERMINAL 

CONTROL AREASò. 



éand you could go pretty much 

anywhere you wanted as long as 

you stayed clear of them.



(there were TRSAôs, too, but they 

donôt really count)
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But, on September 16, 

1993



That all changed.



The FAA adopted a slightly modified 

version of 

ICAO
(International Civil Aviation Organization)

airspace classifications:

A thru E, and G

Thereôs no ñFò in the US. Weôll talk about that 

later.



Los Angeles Sectional from the 1940s!



Los Angeles TODAY!



Most pilots get rusty on their 

airspace rules, yet, particularly in 

todayôs post 9/11 environment, itôs 

the thing that can get you in the 

most trouble!

BTW, when was the last time you checked NOTAMS before flying to 

Brenham for lunché..



Weôve ALL seen this!



Letôs talk about:

Class A Airspace
Á From 18,000 to 60,000 msl.

Á Not shown on Sectionals or WACs

Á Altimeter setting at 29.92

Á Need Transponder

Á Instrument Rating

Á On Instrument Flight Plan

Á DME above 24,000 feet

Á EXCEPTION: Gliders may operate in CLASS A airspace with ATCôs 

blessing!

Á AIRSPACE TRIVIA: WHAT AIRSPACE IS ABOVE CLASS A?

Á CLASS E



Whatôs This?
ÁClass B Airspace
Á30 mi but could be more

Á3 statute miles

ÁClear of Clouds

ÁTwo-way communication

ÁMode C Transponder

ÁSpecific permission to 

enter ñCleared into Bravoò. 

If youôre not sure, ask!!!

Á250 kias speed limit within 

Class B

ÁStudent access limited



Whatôs This:

ÁMode C Veil
Á Within 30nm of most Class B 

airports

Á Mode C Transponder required

Á Except: Aircraft not orginally

certified with electrical system

Á Gliders, Balloons



Whatôs This:

ÁClass C Airspace
Á 10nm-20nm in diameter

Á Generally to 4000ô agl

Á 3 Miles

Á 1000 above, 500 below, 2000 

horizontal (think 3-152s)

Á Class C, Mode Céeven when 

flying over, but outside of, Class 

C airspace

Á Two-Way Communication: 

MUST hear your tail number 

before entering



Whatôs This:

ÁClass D
Á 10nm diameter

Á 200 kias speed limit within 4nm

Á Ground to 2500ô agl

Á 3 Miles

Á 1000 above, 500 below, 2000 

horizontal (think 3-152s)

Á No Mode C if outside the veil

Á Two-Way Communication: 

MUST hear your tail number 

fore entering

Á Generally reverts to Class E 

when the tower closes



Whatôs This:

ÁClass E Airspace 
Transition Area

Á Transitions traffic to/from the 
terminal or en route environment

Á 3 Miles

Á 1000 above, 500 below, 2000 
horizontal (think 3-152s)

Á Outside the ñhardò boundary, ñEò 
starts até

Á 1200ô agl

Á Inside the ósoftô boundary, ñEò 
starts até

Á 700ô agl



Uh ohéWhatôs This!!

ÁClass E, buté
Á To the ground (Class E Surface 

Area) within the dashed line

Á 3 Miles

Á 1000 above, 500 below, 2000 
horizontal (think 3-152s)

Á Outside the ñhardò boundary, ñEò 
starts até

Á 1200ô agl

Á Inside the ósoftô boundary, ñEò starts 
até

Á 700ô agl

Á Must have a weather observer or 
functioning ASOS/AWOS on the 
field to be considered Class E 
Surface Area.



Bet youôve never seen THIS before!

ÁClass G Airspace
Á You wonôt generally see this 

on a chart unless you fly in 

VERY remote areas!

Á 1 Mile / Clear of Clouds 

below 1200ô agl during the 

day

Á 1 Mile / 1000ô/500ô/2000ô 

above 1200ô agl (think 1-152)

Á AT NIGHT: 3 Miles, 1000ô 

above, 500ô below, 2000ô 

horizontal (think 3-152s)

Á Extends from the ground to 

the base of overlying 

airspace OR up to but not 

including 14,500ô msl



Cloud Clearance and Visibility 

Requirements are EASY:

Class C, 

Class D, 

Class E and

(at night) Class G

are ALL

3-152



But what about ABOVE 10,000ô 

Á5 statute miles

Á1000 feet above

Á1000 feet below

Á1 statute mile horizontally

ÁREMEMBER ñ5111ò

ÁAND, you need a (working!) transponder.



And, have you noticed?

This is all very logical!

ñBò is Blue

ñCò is Magenta

ñDò is Blue

ñEò is Magenta

ñGò is Blue

If you can figure out one, you can    

figure out the rest!



And, what about the TRSA?

ÁTerminal Radar Service 

Area ïTRSA

ÁTransponder and 2 way 

communication for 

participating pilots

ÁParticipation not 

required but 

recommended

ÁGenerally surrounds 

Class D airports and all 

Class D rules apply



Watch out now..

ÁRESTRICTED AREA!
Á Separates civilian traffic from 

potentially hazardous military 

traffic.

Á STAY OUT when active.

Á OK to penetrate when inactive, 

but best to communicate with 

the controlling authority before 

doing so.  

Á Check your sectional for the 

controlling authority



Can you guess what this one is?

ÁDuhé

Áéitôs a Prohibited Area

ÁStay out. 

ÁGo directly to jail

ÁDo Not Pass ñGOò

ÁDo Not Collect 
$200.00é.

ÁóNuff said



The ñAò Gives It Awayé

ÁAlert Area

ÁNo clearance required

ÁDenotes heavy pilot 

training or unusual 

activity



Hereôs another tough one

ÁYou guessed itéa 
Warning Areaé

ÁExtends from 3nm off 
the coast

ÁIndicates possible 
hazardous activities

ÁNo permission 
required to enter, buté

ÁWhy would you want 
to?


